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VIRV ST TY]

Washington. D.C. 20505

5 September 1984

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I guess I should be amused by the current leaks from "White House insiders"
that I am ready to return to private life whatever the election outcome.

It lTooks like a repeat of the leaks about my departure in "Washington
Whispers" and "Periscope" during the closing months of 1982. This culminated
in the 17 December 1982 story by the White House correspondent for the
New York Post, “CIA Boss Casey Faces Strike Three," which came out a week
before a run was made for my job, as you will remember, at the end of 1982.

It seems to be starting early this time with stories in the Washington
Times last week and the New York Post yesterday reporting falsely that Casey
"has informed White House officials that he plans to step down at the end
of the year."

The three stories are attached.

The truth is that I'm thoroughly committed and deeply immersed in what
we've undertaken to do here. A copy of this note is going to senior White House
officials to ask them to squash a false rumor being attributed to their people,
which has set the phones ringing over here, hurts morale, and doesn't help
in anything we are trying to do.

Respectfully yours,

William J. Case
Enclosures (3)
cc: The Honorable Edwin Meese

The Honorable James Baker
The Honorable Michael Deaver
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WASHNGTON — ClA
Director Willixm Casey
ts on the sldds and ts
expected to be the first
casualty of a reshuffle
of Cabinet members
and ades by President

Reagan, The
learned last night
White House and in-
telhgence afficials
clamn Do farmal deci-
S0n has been made on
any staff and cabinet
changes. .

But they note that
the 78-year old Long Is.
Jand lawver bhas jost
the confidence of Rea.
fan and the all-impor.
tant “old boy network”
of inteligence profes
sionals ‘

By NILES LATHEM _

gotten “out of control.”

What origioally was
supposed to be a police

action to stop tbhe fiow - &

LITINITL ey,
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Reagan White House has begun
assembling a list of possible successors
for Central Intelligence Agency direc-
tor William J. Casey who reportedly has
made known his intention to leave gov-
ernment service in January.

Well-placed administration officials
said there are at least five names on the
informal list of individuals who will be
considered for the cabinet-rank CIA
post if Mr. Casey makes a final decision
to return to private life.

Three of those being considered 10
take over the CIA are White House chief
of staff James A. Baker III; national
security advisor to the president, Rob-
ert C. McFarlane; and Laurence Silber-
man, former Justice Department
official who also served as former
ambassador to Yugoslavia and a senior
transition official for President Reagan
after his 1980 election victory.

All this, of course, is contingent on
President Reagan being re-elected in
November. Mr. Casey, now 71, w:ould be
replaced as a matter of course in event
of a victory by Democratic candidate
Walter F. Mondale, but White Hous_e
insiders say he is ready to return to pri-
vate life no matter what the election out-
come. ' .

The scenario of potential successors
to the CIA directorship sets up a fas-
cinating array of domino effects within
a second Reagan term. If Mr. Baker is
nominated to replace Mr. Casey, or to
some other cabinet post such as Trea-
sury secretary or attorney general, Mr.
Reagan would be faced with ﬁndmg_ a
new chief of staff. Insiders at the White
House are quietly speculating tha} the
president might elevate deputy chief of
staff Michael K. Deaver to replace Mr.
Baker, but they also say that dedicated
conservatives would prefer Secretary
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of the Interior William P Clark for the
second most powerful job in the inner
circle.

There is plenty of reason to suppose
that Nancy Reagan, who likes both Mr.
Deaver and Mr. Clark, might have the
prevailing influence on whoever is cho-
sen as staff chief. Mr. Deaver, who is not
expected to remain in a second admin-
istration for any longer than a year, and
Mr. Clark have been at odds for more
than a year and at one stage were not
even speaking.

If Bud McFarlane is tapped for the
CIA job, the possibility arises that Pres-
ident Reagan might ask United Nations
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick to take
over direction of the National Security
Council. Mr. McFarlane's deputy, Rear
Adm. John Poindexter, has been
assignedtothe security council for most
of the past four vears. If Mr. McFarlane
remains at the NSC, it is speculated that

he would replace Admiral Poindexter
with Donald Fortier, now in charge of

- political and military affairs there.

Mr. Silberman, 48, is now an execu-

" tive of the Crocker Nationa! Bank in San

Francisco and has had wide experience
in Washington law firms, at the Justice
Department and as under secretary of
labor. He is a no-nonsense, tough-
talking individual who was an influen-
tial factor inthe Reagan transition team.
Mr. Casey has been repeatedly
involved in controversy since he man-
aged Mr. Reagan's 1980 campaign and
took over the CIA with a determination
to keep both himself and the agency out
of the news. The former World War II
Office of Strategic Services (predeces-
sortothe CI1A) operative gotinto trouble
with Congress for failing to disclose all
his financial holdings .
— Walter Andrews
and Jeremiah O'Leary

’

or
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r.t:aaey has . informed".

ernlor White House offi-

clals that he plans to_.
-step down at the end. of
Jthe yea.r—evenuhls

T

close friend ~ Ronald

Reagan wins reelecuon. &

"_The Tl1-year-old Iong

Izla.nd lawyer, who hasj‘

, become one of the most
“influential voices on na-’
. tional security policy,
apparently said his rea-

sons for . leaving are -

simply that he wants to
return to private life.” .
" To- hard-liners in the
-administration and Con-
gress, Casey's depar-
ture from the govern-

]

|
!

-ment will be a big loss - —

Casey, they say; ener-
gized an agency that
.was still reeling from
the scandals of the early -
1970s and improved its
ability to give accurate
wpredictions —

is concerned.

- “As moderates in- the
1White House and Con- .
.gress see it, the admin-
~istration will be losing a
-“cowboy” - who .has
‘launched some overly -
risky operations — Mlke
the mining of Nicara-
-guan harbors, .

- News of" Ca.seyn
+departure has set off a’;

. new round of byzantine -
" Intrigue and maneuver- -
ing within_the White
"House,

f Insiders say there are

‘ at least three big names
onthenxtofCasryssu-'

¥ cessars. They include
‘ White House chief of. -
staff James Baker, Na- -

- tional Security Adviser

. Robert McFarlane and -

. former Ambassador to
Yugoslavia Laurence
Silberman.

|

|

:

especially
!where the Soviet Unlon i

1
|
1
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» m BY NILES LATHEM

[ 'The ~posaiblility “of -

McFarlane or = Baker

‘headlngtheCIAlsespe—n

cially intriguing since it

would “set ‘off a huge -
‘ game of musical chairs

- inside the White House.
If. McFarlane, who
" does not have the clout
that his predecessaors

“have enjoyed, gets CIA, - °
* then feisty UN Ambas- 7

sador Jeane Kirkpat-

: rick would be the lead-
‘ing  candidate for the -
nationa.l se- -

¢ powerful
curity job. -- . -
- And " ‘senior

rHouse aide Richard

-Darman is believed to -

:be angling for Kirkpat-
rick’s UN joh.
Maneuvering is al-
ready taking place for
the all-powerful job of
White House chief of
staff since Baker has

made clear he wants out .

_of the Whlte House war
“zone.

.Three powerful offi-

'clals- ‘White House

"aide Mlchael Deaver, -

Interfor. Secretary Wil-
Ham Clark and senior
Reagan campaign aide
Drew Lewis -— are al-
ready ba.ttling for
Ba.kerspost.

© But many insiders are .

v..bettinx on Silberman, an .~
lawyer,
i Reagan transition team
{ hand .and former Jus-
; tice ‘Dept. official who
. now heads the Crocker
i National Bank- in San

;. experienced -

Franclwo.
***

LAl -

White .-
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